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Lose Post Used for Actions 
Against Foe’s Supply Trail 


Sy HENRY KAMM 

‘Speei-ail to Th* Ufew Tf-ce* Tim&s 

VIENTIANE, Laos, March 10 
***’• The Laotian tniii-tary com- 
*oand announced -today the loss 
Oi v <a base .that is vital for 
harassment -and sutveftlance of 
the Ho Ch:i Minh Trail .network 
in the southern panhandle, 

Laotian troops were driven 
last night from -a post known as. 
.Aosiiion Jd-2/ and from -three 
smaller -posts on the eastern 
edge of the Boloven Plateau 
after* two days of bombardment 
by rocket s* .mortars and recoil- 
less rifles and ground attacks. 

The plateau is SO miles south 
of the Tcheporse- -area, where 
South Vietnamese troops are 
operating, 

[Reports from Saigon said 
heavy fog was hampering 
United States helicopter sup- 
port of the South Vietnamese 
attack on the enemy supply* 
trail complex and also was 
cutting clown on ground fight- 
ing-3 

Military sources reported 
•that the defenders of the Bole- 
ven Plateau positions — three 
battalions of so-called strategic 
guerrilla units — had retreated 
in relatively good -order, taking 
about 50 wounded with them. 


1 The loss of the Las*" presum- 
, | ably reduces the amount of m- 
| eetligciice on trad txv.Uic that 
i has guided the united States 
{Air Force in its missions against 
; the trail. 

j Control of Plateau Threatened 

j Position 22 tad been the! 
strongest Laotian base* in . the 1 
{area, and its loss is a threat to 
'the Government.*?; nolo over the 
plateau, which In the dominant 
terrain feature in the southern 
panhandle. 

The base had been under 
heavy pressure since last De- 
cember. but a strong ground a t- 
tack then was beaten off. 

American and Laotian manes: 
were reported h\ action during, 
the last battle. 

The deteriorating Govern-] 
Iment position m the' south may! 
;be a result of at North Viet-] 
;nair* o $e reaction to South Viet* * 

I nam's operation* in the T’ehe-j 
I nor; e rev ion . Mean while. Gov - 1 
j eminent fortcr-es in northern! 
'Laos anno a red to he vnosx.j 
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No reports were available on 
the number of Laotian troops 
killed because enemy fire des- 
i troyed the base communication 
[center before the withdrawal, 

Strategic -guerrilla units — 
( which normally have about 300 
men to a battalion — are pan 
! of the irregular army sponsored 
! by the United States. In addition, 
the United States underwrites 
the budget of the regular mili- 
tary force, the Royal Laotian 
Army, 

The fall of Position 22 leaves 
the Government without a base 
on the eastern edge of the stra- 
tegic plateau. From there, sur- 
veillance and raids could be 
'carried out by fine guerrilla 
Umlla avyvinst Route Kv, the prim 
1pnl western branch of <l;h« .Ho 
•hi Much Trad. 


stable. 

Despite heavy enemy pres- 
sure in the area of Long Ticng, 
the principal base of me ir- 
regular army of mountain 
tribesmen commanded by Maj. 

Gen, Vang Pao, optimism is 
growing that the North Viet- 
namese and Pa chet Lao forces 
can be held off there until the, 
monsoon rains starting m May, 
or June halt enemy offensive j 
activities. 

Thai Troops in Action 
f At least four be.fctai.ions of, 

Thai troops, in addition to three I 
battalions from the northern) 
panhandle, have augumented i 
General Vang PuoT battle-weary! 
forces of Meo and Lao Theungi 
(Mountain Lao) tribesmen, I 
The Thai troops, whose pres- 1 

9 aa $sz t j& 

or o05er identif y* 

Thong to the northeast ; The TbaiVmm^ -t 

Tht- Thai troops are reliably Lpwatety from The Ua Uan 

^TfVt he u l d ^ oper ;» tom theThaS AirTorce 
atonal command c. Genera! , base at. tJdorn, which is oper- 

b ? t ,e V ate <* by the United States A r- 




The: Mow York Times March It, 1975 
Base on plateau (1) that 
overlooked supply trail 
was lost. Long Tseng (2) 
in north was reinforced. 
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own officers, reportedly includ- 
ing two generals* 


Force. Their supplies reach the 
Thais daily by planes operated 


by Air America and Cordinen-’ 
tal Air e -vices, companies un- 
der cor ori.ct to the Central Ja- 
teiligen . e Agency for the trans- 
port at a supply of. the United 
States-f :?c-risored Laotian irreg- 
ulars. ' x i supplies are o.istrib 
used f a separate supply 
’facility ::.t Long Vicing:. 

It is a.ieved that 'the United 
States x financing the Thai • 


ipartlci-.ation in the war in Laosf 
as it t.j in South Vietnam J 
Thai <a JUery units have been 
repo r it ; active hi northern* 
Laos f >r some time. The in-' 
fantjy battalions were said to 
have l.-tn rushed in about a 
year i- • (\ after heavy enemy 
pressing brought about the 
evacu* it - a of the civilian popu- 
lation e. .*.er of Sana Thong/ 
Lor.| ' ieng appeared to be 
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i I The* loss of the hase prcsum- 
>M¥PI ■! ! ably 'reduces the amouw of :n- 

' ' ' - ~~~< iffSwedVe^UnWad SUgesj 

Air Force in its missions a^ain-t 
the 'trail. 

, control of Bateau Tbreaicsiea 
1 Position 22 iiad bee« J* 
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i terrain feature m tne soua.cE6| 

'^tST£U had been under 
heaw pressure ssnca *«*»«; ^ 
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American am L**«* 
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Lose Post Used for Actions 
Against roe’s Supply Trail 


By HENRY KAMSf 

Special to T he iKfrw York 'Etmed 
VIENTIANE, Laos, March 10 
*- The Laotian military com-, 
inand announced today the loss 
of a base tfcat as vital for 
harassment and surveillance of 
Wc Ho CM Minh Trail network 
hi the southern panhandle. r , ... — ... 

Laotian troops were driven ' lW ent position m ‘ n ‘^ 
last -night from a post known as. 

Posit 

SIT 



after two days of DOinbiTidmeiw 
■by rockets, .mortars and xecwl- 
less rifles -and ground attacks. 


ssaoie* . - 

» ni^ — »--- „ . Despite heavy 1 

The plateau is SO .miles soutn surc ^ the area of -Long ; 

- ”' Wa 1;ihe principal base of tne S £1 

reruilar army of mounuuu) 
tribesmen commanded by Maj.j 
Gen. Vang Pao, optimum is » 
crowing that the Norm ^ v ie*,- 
riamese and ' Paths t Lao forces 
can be held off there until toe 
monsoon rains starting m May 
or June halt enemy os tensive 
activities. 

Thai Troops in Action 
At least four battalions oi 

Military ««« mfi* 
that the defenders d the Bo 0 Ja5iin<0o. have uigumeiitei.’ 
ven Plateau position j w.ee kenerai vangP&o’s batue-weary! 

battalions of so-called strategic j, irrjJC . Meo and Lao Theung 
Guerrilla units — had retreated /Mountain Lao) tribesmen, 
to relatively good order, taking The 
about 50 wounded with them 

I No reports were available on 
ithe number of Laotian tr«»P» 


Lupn0 PIMNS \:k. 

Fbwbqnu} dbs ' 

JAMk'S y ■ 

Seim D .t-. i 

SSjLeng^ 


,„t | 

li ‘ 


/ i { I 

; / i'r/tif t>? ! 5 i 


Of the Tchepone- area, where 
South Vietnamese troops are 

operating. . 

[Reports from Saigon salt, 
heavy fog was hampering 
United States helicopter sup- 
port of the South Vietnamese 
attack oa the enemy supply- 
trail complex and also was 
cutting down on ground fight- 

ins-1 
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Base on plateau <1.) that $ 
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was lost* Long T\mg ^ 1 
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PA/uinu nt strong aeiuiiMvc mwr uuiumi 

posifkmt ’around Long Tieng,|out insignia or other ideimfy- 
n of. ably at Ban Na and Sara jing marking. 

Thong to Oie north east. 

The Thai troops are reliably 


JL (iC A 1KM 

reported to be under tne oper- 
ational command oi p e ^D. 


tne jiumuwt vm. , * 

ik'FsPcl because enemy too J Cjl 
j trove d the base commumoatim 
center before the withdrawal. 

-strategic cuerrHla units --i ationai comrawm , v * CTt^v 
which ncrmallv have about oOO Vasig p a o but are led by thee- 
imen to a battalion — are part, own officers, reportedly, mclua- 
Lf the irregular army sponsored, , tw0 generals, 
ibv the United States. In addrtion.J-1-i— ======== 

: A United States underwrites; 

'the budget of the regular m> 
jtary force, the Royal Laotian 

AT T)w fall of Position 22 leaves 
the Government without a 
on" the eastern edge ot the M.u- 
tklc platcnu. From there, wui- 
v, mnnee. and raids could U 

Ankd out by the R«cn ; - 

null® amvi«,s( ", to d» " 

to.-meh ot tn>- ’I 
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The soldiers are wearing; by Ah 
their normal uniforms hut : with-jm^ An 

leiiige 

Si UliUifkULgO. l 

The Thai troops are supplied i pori t 
seoarately from the Laotian states 
units from the Thai Air Force Mare, 
base at Udorn, which is oper- !? u^ 
ated by the United States /ttr rat«ht 
Force. Their supplies reach the It. 
.Thais daily by planes operatea Sta t e . 
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rom-<uimra Are in 


By Georgn C. Wilson 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


Red China still has some 
14,000 troops in Laos and a 
small number in North Viet- 
nam but shows no sign of 
sending them into action, Pen- 
tagon sources said yesterday. 
The Chinese contingent in 
northern Laos 
regiments of 


official. Thailand is nervously 
eying the Chinese road and 
troops along it, according to 
some American officials. 

But as fpr China entering 
j the war in South Vietnam or 
includes five] the Laotian panhandle, the 
antiaircraft , Pentagon line is that this 


troops, according to latest imj looks doubtful. The current 
teliigence estimates. But it is South Vietnamese drive along 
doubtful that the regiments Route 9 in Laos is south of the 
are at their usual strength of! 17th parallel, considered a 


about 800 men each. 

These . antiaircraft person- 
nel, while they could be used 
with profit by Hanoi in south- 
ern Laos right now, are guard 


first-line firebreak to prevent 
provoking the Chinese into 
military action. 

Ths Chinese . did install 
some new communications 


ing a road China is building; equipment in North Vietnam 
up north. It runs from China j recently, But even that is not 
into Laos and toward north- regarded by administration of- 
cast Thailand. ficials as a response to the al- 

For fear of provoking China drive into Laos, 
to taking a more active role in [ Defense Secretary Melvin R. 
the Indochina war, U.S. planes j Laird in his posture statement 
have avoided bombing the j Tuesday said the Chinese 
Chinese road still under con- j would risk having their supply 
struction. j lines cut off if they sent sol- 

As for North Vietnam itself,’ diers into battle far beyond 
the Pentagon characterized 


the Chinese troop presence 
there as “negligible” now. 

At the height of U.S. bomb- 
ing of North Vietnam, about 
40,000 Chinese troops were be- 
lieved there to repair damage. 
Most of those labor battalions 
left after President Johnson 
stopped the bombing on Nov. 
1,1968. * 

A portion . of the Chinese 
force in North Vietnam went 
to northern Laos. The antiair- 
craft personnel are near 
Muorig Sai in Laos. *; 

“It has always been a ques- 
tion whether the Chinese in 
northern Laos are licensees or 


their borders. 

For the moment, then, 


trespassers,” said one military about. 


ad- 
ministration officials believe 
Peking’s promise to give more 
aid to Hanoi in the Indo-china 
war means, equipment — not 
“volunteers” marching south 
from China. Last year, accord- 
ing to informed sources, China 
gave $180 million in aid to 
North Vietnam. 

Pentagon officials stress 
that North Vietnam In the 
past has been chary of the 
Chinese military — buttressing 
Nixon administration asser- 
tions that yesterday’s joint 
communique by Hanoi and Pe- 
king is nothing to be alarmed 
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.cently visited training ba- 
ses during one of his fre- 
quent visits to Bangkok. 
Many of the Thai volun- 
teers are being sent 


the Mekong, the ri £ . 


lit 


Vang 


Pao T s command 


Vientiane! Government Spokesmen Admit nil gaps in the ranks of the 
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Involved 


BY ARTHUR J. DOMMEN 

■ Times Sialf Writer 


VIENTIANE — The La- 
■ otian . government is re- 
ceiving increasing help 
from ethnic Lao volun- 
teers’ from northeast Thai- 
land," official sources h'erp 
• say. ‘ ; 

The volunteers, who al- 
ready are believed to num- 
:ber several thousand, are 
enrolled in Laotian forces 
and . wear Laotian army 
uniforms. . "" * 

They have shown up. in 
■the defense -of key points 
‘against the Communists 
‘suclr as the base at Long 
Cheng in northern Laos 
and the half of the Bolov- 
ens Plateau still in Laoti- 
an’ government hands in- 
southern Laos. 

Their presence is unV 
doubtedly a valuable asset 
for the Vientiane govern- 
ment. The longer-term im- 
plications for Laos of hav- 
ing numbers of military 
men whose primary alle- 
giance is to Thailand are 
beginning to cause uneasi* 
ness here. 

. Popular "Resentment 

As was the case with 
South Vietnamese loops in 
Cambodia, the vou-htcers 
from Thailand in Laos 
have to face popular re- 
sentment that gobs back to 
the history of conquests 
across a political border 
that was determined by 
French colonial- rule. 

Their profile in Laos 
has therefore been kept 
deliberately low by the 
government of Thailand. 

Nevertheless, charges of 
Thai troops fighting in 
Laos figure prominently 
in statements by the Path- 
c.t Lao faction in Laos and 
by Hanoi and Peking. 
Such charges go back 10 
years. . 

The presence of the 
volunteers from Thailand 
is officially admitted by 


~ Laotian Premier Prince 
Souvanha Phouma said in 
an interview 10 days, ago 
that Vs long as they speak 
Lao, we consider them to 
be Laotians," 

There are an estimated 6 
million Lao -speak i n g 
people living in northeast k 
Thailand, about six times 
as many as there are with- 
in Laos itself, and it re- 
quires a real specialist to 
be able to distinguish an 
inhabitant from, the right 
bank of the Mekong from 
one from the left bank. 

One person who claims 
to be able to make the dis- 
tinction is Both Petrasy, 
permanent representative , 
of the Pathet Lao faction 
in Vientiane, who is a Lao 
born in Vientiane. 

Soth said in an interview 
three days ago that he had 
received reports of Iruck- 
loads of soldiers from 
Thailand in Laotian army 
’uniforms heading for the 
.airport here, .from where 
they were presumably 
flown upcountry in Amer- 
ican aircraft. 

The appearance of 
volunteers from Thailand 
in the towns of Laos such 
as Vientiane is a rarity. 
Normally they are flown 
direct fro m training 
camps- in Thailand to the 
_ battle fronts. The Thai 
’ government for several 
years has provided train- 
ing facilities for units of 
the Laotian army under a 
financial' arrangement in- 
corporated into the Ameri- 
c a n military assistance 
program in Laos, which is 
a d- m i n i s t ered by the 
American military mission 
in Bangkok. 

Several of the Laotian 
generals maintain close 
’ .personal' relations w i t h 
ni e m b e r s of the Thai 
government. Gen. Vang 


Moo tribesmen created b^ 
The attrition of the 10- 
y car-old war there. 

Allows Exiles 

Thailand also allows a 
number of exiled Laotian 
officers to reside in its ter- 
ritory. These include Gen, 
Phoumi Xosavaiv/the for- 
mer leader of the rightist 
faction in Laos, and Gen. 
Thao Ma, the former .com- 
mander of the Royal Lao- 
tian Air Force. Both es- 
caped . from Laos after 
coup attempts. 

Last Dec. 10 the "Thai 
governor of Nakhorn 
Phanom Province was re- 
ported to have arrested 
another Laotian exiled of- 
ficer living 'in Thailand for 
the last five years. Col. 
Bounleuth Say code, as 

the latter was preparing' to 
cross the Mekong to - the 
town of Savannakhet with 
a small force of, Thai 
mercenaries to stage a 
rightist coup against Pre- 
mier Prince Souvanna 
Phouma. 

Thailand’s interest in al- 
lowing its nationals to 
volunteer for military 
duty in Laos is believed to 
extend beyond reasons of 
anti-Communist solidarity 
or' any financial benefits- 
th l at such an arrangement 
brings the Thai govern- 
ment . 

Laos is for Thailand the 
geographical • hinterland, 
and the prospect of having 
a relatively p o w e r f u 1 
foreign country in control 
of Laos has historically 
been feared in Bangkok. 

Just as the Thai govern- 
ment gave active assis- 
tance to the Laotian inde- 
pendcnce m o Yemeni 
against France in 1945 and 
1916, so the Thai. govern- 
ment today affords assis- 
tance to t h e Laotian 
government against . the 
superior power of North 
V i e t n a in.. T h e T h a i 
g o v e rnment recognizes, 
that if the Pathet Lao, 
backed by North Vietnam, 
obtained the use of secure 


bank and with it the v hole 
northeast of T bail u n cl 
would be in danger of a 1 
to ' revolutionary war for.ient- 
to ed from without; 

’ The Thai government's 
relations with Laotian ge- 
nerals favoring a more 
rightist policy are a potent 
factor in persuading Suu- 
v anna to accept Thai 
volunteers in Laos. 

Up to now these yoJun- 
teers have seen action in 
the bill areas of Laos ; till 
relatively distant from the 
Mekong Yalle\\ However , 
observers believe 1 hat 
should the Mekong Valley 
towns themselv ;*? be 
■threatened by a* North 
Viet n a m esc advance, 
Thailand would be tempt- 
ed ta occupy them pre- 
emptively, in order to safe- 
guard its own security.. 


Pao, commander of Laos* 

Vientiane and Baqft^oted P^Re£Te^i26O2?01/il0es ©IAtraDR73B©&29®R000300090035-2 
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By TAMMY ARB.UCKLE 

Special to The Star 

VIENTIANE, • Laos - The 
United States has an important 
command role as' well as a 
ground combat role in Laos, Lao 
military and other well-informed 
sources say. 

■ Lao military sources from the 
rank of general in Vientiane 
down to captains and majors say 
•it is Central Intelligence Agency 
officials .who command in the 
Long Chi eng second military re- 
gion headquarters 75 miles north 
of here. The Long Chieng com- 
mander is the station chief of 
the agency, these sources say. 
The chain of command goes 
back to Udorn in northeast Thai- 
land. : 

“It's the Americans who give 
the. orders,” a high-ranking Lao 
insists, Udorn is informed of 
events in the second military re- 
gion before army headquarters 
in Vientiane, Lao sources say. 
Meo Gen. Vang Pao is there to 
lead .the Meo tribesmen but 
Americans give the directions, 
Lao .military men say. The 
‘American ground role is small, 
limited to less than 200 men 
throughout Laos. Their role is 
principally advisory but these 
Americans are in combat. Meos 
call them “commando leaders,” 
and say they have been based at 
Pakkao near Long Cheng. 

Laotians who visited the area 
show pictures of Americans in 
camouflage fatigues carrying 
weapons. These Americans lead 



small teams to gather intelli- 
gence in. Hanoi's rear or to de- 
stroy parts of the North Viet- 
namese communications and 
command system in North Laos. 
These teams have been particu- 
larly successful with American 
participation along Route 7 be- 
tween the North Vietnam border 
and the Plain of Jars. The 
Americans concerned are mili- 
tary men paid by the CIA. 

In . addition Laotians from the 
second military region report 
Americans arrive for special 
missions of sabotage then depart 
from Laos immediately after the 
missions are accomplished. 
These group's which are believed 
to belong to the U.S. Air Force 
commandos flying from Nakhon 
Phanom in northeast Thailand 
land at the airstrip near Long 
Cheng tightly guarded by Meos. 

Americans killed in ground ac- 
tion in Laos are put in the South- 
| cast Asia death totals and do not 
appear in Saigon briefing fig- 
ures, Americans say over 30 
Americans killed in North Laos 
fall into this combat category. • 

Well-informed . sources say 
over CO Americans have been 
killed in clandestine operations 
against the Ho Chi Minh Trail in 
south Laos. These operations in- 
clude not only intelligence gath-, 
ering but harassment. These; 
U.S. ground operations hi Laos' 
in the trail area are continuing 


- with both South Vietnamese and 
Lao special guerrilla units. 

I The Laos ground operation un- 
der CIA aegis is described as 
fiseful by U.S. sources. They say 
jtwo divisions of North' Vie tn a m- 
i ese have been tied down by the 
: U.S. teams in northern Laos at 
: the expense of a few American 
i lives, though there have been 
'high Meo tribe losses. “It's a 
1 sprt of early Vietnamization 
type program,” sources said, 
r- Unfortunately with renewed 
Hanoi pressure and high losses' 
the scheme is now backfiring. 
The Meos are starting to say 
they are tired of dying for the 
Americans. Frantic Vang Pao, 
angry at nob getting Lao rein- 
forcements, allegedly told the 
Lao, “Don’t think my people are 
going to stay and die for the 
Ariiericans.” This threat led to 
American Commanders calling 
for Thai troops to reinforce Long 
Cheng. The fact that Americans 
command at Long Cheng means 
the United States’ will get the 
blame for any major North Viet- 
namese victory there* 

. ; A. desperate Ccntrallntclii- 
gence Agency free from press 
surveillance in its military oper- 
ations in north Laos, some 
sources believe, could well suck 
the United States into deeper 
involvement' there in an attempt 
to retain the Long Cheng head- 
quarters and the agency’s opera- 
tional capability in northern 
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By Jack Anderson 

The popular Impression of 
CIA men. in Southeast Asia is 
| of lean-faced James Bonds 
talking in whispers to Indo- 
chinese beauties in dingy bars 
or of bearded guerrilla experts 
directing Meo tribesmen in the ] 
Laotian jungles. 

The real McCoy, more often, 
is ^ a rumpled civil servant 
going to lard, who worries 
about when his refrigerator 
will . arrive, from the' States 
and plays bingo on Tuesday 
nights. 

This is the. umx>mantlc pic- 
ture that emerges from an in- 
struction sheet handed to CIA 
pilots leaving for Udorn, Thai- 
land. The CIA use# a front 
called Air America to fly mis- 
sions out of Udorn over Indo- 
china. '■ ■ - p ... ■ 

Instead of pressing cyanide 
Suicide capsules upon new re- 
cruits, the stateside briefer 
slips them a bus schedule for 
CIA personnel between 
Udorn’s . CIA compound, 
schools and banks. 

“A bowling alley in Udorn 
has league -bowling” the CIA 
confides to .its pilot-agents. 
Their wives are . given such 
hush-hush CIA tips as “water 
should be boiled three to five 
minutes prior to drinking, but 
it • Is safe for cooking and 
washing dishes of it is brought 
to the boiling point.” 

r The cloak-and-dagger boys 
I are told they will have a su- 


permarket, swimming pool, 
free movies', the "Club Bended 
vous” (which doubles as a 
chapel, on Sundays) and bingo 
on Tuesday - and Saturday 
nights. The CIA bars are 
called The Pub and the Wagon 
Wheel and shut down at mid- 
night. • * * : . ' 

The same humdrum life 
style can be ■ found at such 
CIA outposts as Vientiane, 
Laos, where CIA men usually 
live with their. families in vil- 
las and dine at the town’s few 
French restaurants. 

One lonely .CIA flier, who 
had left his family in Florida, 
worried about their safety 
after reading .about racial 
demonstrations at home. “Pm 
going to bring them out here 
where it’s safe,” he confided 
solemnly to my associate Les 
Whitten In Vientiane last sum- 
mer. 

But if the CIA living condi- 
tions ■ are vintage suburbia, 
some of the missions are dan 
gerous. The CIA pilots fly sup 
plies to CIA-hacked Meo 
tribesmen In Laos hinterlands. 
There are also more hazard- 
ous missions, such as flights 
along the Red Chinese border 
and ammo deliveries to tiny 
airstrips In Communist-in- 
fested country. 

Footnote: Much of the re- 
cruiting for CIA pilots is done 
out of a modern, gold-carpeted 
office in downtown Washing- 
ton with “Air America” on the 
glass doors. One of my report- 


ers, posing as a pilot, was in- 
terviewed by II, H. Dawson, a 
beefy man in shirt sleeves. He 
said prospects were dim right 
now, because the number of 
fixed-wing pilots had been cut 
back from 600 to 500. 

Dawson said the .basic pay is 
$22.98 an hour for captains 
$13.93 for first officers, with 
bonuses for special “projects.” 
A top CIA pilot Cfin make as 
much as $100,000 a year flying 
high hazard missions. In addi- 
tion, station 'allowances run 
$320 a month at Saigon, $215 
at Udorn and $230 in Vienti- 
ane. "..V * • 
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By JERRY GREENE 

, Washington, Feb. 15-»-Wheri an American aircraft 
j through error of some sort clinnped bombs on friendly 
I forces at the Long Chang base in Laos with resultant cas- 
ualties and ‘materiel damage, the explosion also blew off 
ra little more cover from the supposedly secret CIA war in 
! the jungle-covered mountains. 

T dispatches from Vientiane, the Laotian capital, described 

Long Cheng variously as "American headquarters” in Northern Laos 
or as the operating ba’se for assorted undercover activities of th p 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

In view of the stepped-up fighting 
in the Long Cheng area and the cele- 
brated Plain of Jars, and the domestic 
flap which has brought repeated White 
House denials that American ground 
combat troops are involved in the South 
Vietnamese invasion along Highway 9, 
this is as good a time as any for a lit- 
tle further clarification. 

CIA Director Richard Hahns and his 
"spooks” in the field have got considerable attention for their opera- 
Vons in Laos in the last four or five years, but they have not been 
running any little private war of their own. Nor has the Laos war 
been much of a secret to anybody. 

There are about 100 CIA agents in all of Laos. They include 

I men who are experts in guerrilla 
warfare, in sabotage, in counter- 
insurgency operations, in sur- 
veillance and in military training. 
They are under the direct con- 
trol of the American ambassador 
in Vientiane, and follow orders 
which are approved by the Na- 
tional Security Council in Wash* 
mg ton, 

Back in the 1961-62 period, the 
CIA, as well as the Army’s Spe- 
cial Forces — the Green Berete — 
were active in Laos, engaged in 
surveillance and training opera- 
tions in support of the royal gov- 
ernment Then, after the Geneva 
agreement in 1962 creating the 
troika "neutral” government in 
Laos, the Americans pulled out. 

Some of the spooks may have 
remained behind. We wouldn’t 
know. But they would have been 
very difficult to hide in the Lao- 
tian population, for the Ameri- 
cans have different colored faces 
and they are, as a rule, a foot 
or more tn$er than the Laotian 
people. 

•mv’ t ]’ at Vietnamese neither had pulled out nor Ld 

fiJnr itentl ° n 01 , P . U ! ns ' out tlleir thousands of regular troops, and 

rfA rttirS C '° n il n 8 ’ Vi , entiane a ’^d American help. The 

oi A returned, m small numbers. 

While other agencies of the U. S. government are charred with 
monitoring foreign broadcasts and code-breaking, and while these 
JA™, 15 intelligence duties, of enormous extent and cost, are on a 

fobs C t i 0e3 j k an( Jle local, specific radio interception 

jobs. Such work would be done m Laos, within easy radio listening 

south * Ia ” 01 nn< l the North Vietnamese armed forces in the 



Richard Helms 
Not running a private war 


Vi f ey hteds Arrangements Witit : HU! h’sn 

. Gver the years, -the CIA has established . u excelh-it rnnnort- 
wi!,. tre i Jleo tribesmen, tile poor lull J'amov S -,h 0 didn t c< t *to»* 
.try well anyhow with the fiatlauders in die t lies ar.d are e the 
royal throne, 

There were, and •are, little pockets of tlv *'eo people Scattered 
ftlj t; e mountains ; the -CIA fed them jt f . and supplied them 
vjr h weapons and training. The spooks used : V' fame d Air Am erica 
Lying company which, contrary to wicLspnr-: .1 belief, is not a CIA 
iniit but a commercial company, doing Lm-irc s undey contract. The 
American Embassy uses Air America, and *c does AID, th o by 
contract. 


, , r I^ Moo proved to be excellent .fighter- : ihov tVchvt lik- the 
Nr.vtii Vietnamese nor their Pathcf Luo (L .o . Communist} .asso- 
fs-ites, and the tribesmen were adept at 1 i > cement and inter- 

il'i-thii. 

‘C-me where .along the line, the CIA ran i t ■ Vang Pao, a L-ibal 
cliri- who was a leader of remarkable ability, who rallied ihe bill 
people a round his banner and with a relati - e'y moderate flew of 
American supplies turned his men into a tough little army. Vang 
Pao, a patriot, got to be so good at his fighting job that the 
Boat inn government finally commissioned hi i a general and made 
him the commander of the region around the P -am of Jars. 

Long Cheng was selected by Vang Pao as hi ; major base several 
years ago, and he had CIA communications exp yets and advisers at 
hand. But about s year ago, he decided to dec niralize. He separated 
his troops and scattered them around a nun her of smaller bases; 
Long Cheng lost its pre-eminence. 


He 3 s Gof Only a Few Thoust it J Men 

Vang Pao’s immediate army consists of about 3,000 to 8,600 
men; he doubtless could muster several thou -and more in a pinch. 
’ _ The Meo Tribesmen have raised a lot t hell with the North 
Vietnamese over the last couple of years in u- e]y guerrilla opera- 
tions. In the dry season, the North Vietnam* se push forward ith 
s the Meos snapping at their flanks; when the rmns come the Hanoi 
invaders pull back. Some of the towns and .Plages have changed 
hands fairly frequently. 

Now, the North Vietnamese have a fresh, division in the Plain 
< of Jars area and it would appear that a batti of soim consequence 
is in the making. 

All these matters have been fairly open knowledge mid the full 
details are known to four subcommittees of Congress, the Budget 
Bureau and the Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board rm wtil au the 
National Security Council. It’s a skimpily co icuakd s-:-crel. 
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By Daniel Southerland 


Special correspondent of 
The Chri st ton S cicn cv Moult or 
- ■ Saigon 

Trihel guerrillas trained, financed, and led 
bv the United States Central Intelligence 
Agcnev (CIA) are aiding the South 
Vietnamese in their drive into Laos, 
according to well-informed sources. 

The sources say more than two thousand of 
these guerrillas, .most of them Kha 
tribesmen, were brought into areas 
southwest of Sepone in southern Laos when 
the South Vietnamese began their invasion 
. just over a week ago. 

. Manv of the U.S. armed tribesmen are 
natives of the Mo Chi Minh Trail area. They 
had recently been harassing and intci dieting 
North Vietnamese supply lines near the Lao- 
Cambodian border. Then from Pakse. about. 
110 miles southwest of Sepone. they moved 
into the area -of the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
between Sepone and Muong^Phine. located 
about 20 miles southwest of Sepone. 


groups ’ of Americans who have been ‘ 
directing clandestine actions there for years. 
In Laos, the Cl A- -rather than the regular 
American military' establishment— has 
played the main military role. / 

Tribal forces supported 

It is the CIA which supports the 
predominantly tribal forces of the Lao 
Government in northern Laos, whose 
headquarters at Long Cheng is now coming 
under heavy North Vietnamese pressure. 
Long Cheng hit the headlines again Sunday, 
when a U.S. jet fighter-bomber accidentally 
dropped a bomb on government troops, 
killing 10 and wounding 20 of them. 

Some sources estimated that more than 300. 
CIA men, many of thei'n. former Special 
Forces soldiers, are involved in Laos, 
supplying and training government 
guerrillas and leading commando and ’ 
reconnai sauce teams. 

In addition to the CIA men, other 
Americans with military roles on the ground 
in Laos are the more than 70 military 
attaches working under the U.S. embassy in 
the Vientiane and the Army’s Special Forces 
teams, which work primarily in the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail area. 

There is nothing new in all this, of course. 
Such American involvement in Laos goes 
back a number of years. • 


Harassment charged 
The • sources say the CIA-supported 
guerillas, working in small teams, are being 
used to harass North Vietnamese rear 
elements to the southwest of Sepone. 

Sepone is at the center of a key North 
Vietnamese base area designated 601 and 
appears to be one of the main targets of the 
South Vietnamese troops now pushing into 
Laos. Supply trails and roads oelonging to 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail complex converge \n 
this area, and large quantities of supplies are 
transferred here for movement farther 

south. , _ . , 

The CIA and the U.S. Army s opccud 
Forces have recruited Kha tribesmen as fai 
back as seven years ago. The guerrilla bands 
-are well armed and supplied by helicopters. 
To lead them, the CIA frequently employs 
former U.S, Special Forces soldiers with 
experience in Vietnam. 

Probes aided by US. 


Vietnamese sources say CIA and Special 
Forces-Ied guerrilla teams were involved in 
helping the South Vietnamese make probes 
•into southern Laos late last year in 
preparation for the big offensive into Laos 
which started Feb. 3. • . 

Being at home in the. mountains of 
southern Laos, the Kha guerrillas are 
capable of carrying out reconnaissance 
missions and acting as guides for 


conventional units. _ . 

Thus, when U.S. officials insist there are 
American ground combat .mops involved 
hr* current drive into Luos, tiiev 
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U.8. Planes Said to Attack 


. Compound in 'Error 

SAIGON, South Vietnam, 
Feb, 14 (AP)— Reliable sources 
said today that American 
planes mistakenly bombed a 
United States Central Intelli- 
gence Agency base in Laos, 
causing heavy casualties and 
damage. • 

The Informants, In Vientiane, 
Laos, said that United States 
Air Force F-4 Phantom fighter- 
bombers had been trying to 
drive back a North Vietnamese 
attack when their bombs 
dropped on the secret C.I.A. 
compound and airstrip at the 
Long Tieng base. The base, 78 
miles northwest of Vientiane, 
is the headquarters of Gen.; 
Vang Pao's guerrilla army. 

. The sources said that the 
American barracks had burned 
down and at least one Ameri- 
can agent had been wounded. 
Other bombs reportedly started 
fires in the town of Long 
Tieng. 

Bombs Dropped In Error 

The United States Command 
in Saigon said it had no com- 
ment on the report. Although 
the fighter-bombers came from 
bases in Thailand, they are 
under the tactical control of 
the United States Seventh Air 
Force in South Vietnam. 

A week -ago, a United States 
Navy fighter-bomber mis- 
takenly dropped scores of 
bombs the size of hand gre- 
nades on South Vietnamese 
troops . massed along the 
border for tire drive into Laos. 
Six men were killed and 51 
wounded. 

The fighter-bomber was 
apparently diving to attack 
North Vietnamese positions on 
the Laotian side of the border 
when the cluster bomb 
dropped prematurely, falling 
on -forward positions of the 
South Vietnamese. 

The situation at Long Tieng, 
the keystone of Laotian de- 
fenses in the north central 
section of the country, ap- 
peared worsening. General 
Vang Pao made an urgent trip 
to Vientiane .to seek reinforce- 
ments but was reported 
turned down. 

The American bombers 
were called in after North 
Vietnamese troops launched 
heavjr rocket, mortar .and 
ground assaults against the 
base. Some of the attackers 
penetrated' the perimeter. 


! Deports from Vientiane ■ 
said elements of at least two 
No tli Vietnamese divisions, 
totaling about 6,000 . troops, 
had surrounded Long Tieng. 

Civilians Fiee Town 

v General Vang Pao is re- \ 
ported to have about . 6,000 ; 
Meo tribesmen under his 
command in the Long Tieng • 
area and two Thai artillery - 
( batteries. Reliable sources 
estimated that at least 20,000 
refugees had streamed south 
from Long Tieng in anticipa- 
tion of heavy fighting. 

General Vang Pao is re- 
ported to be wondering ' 
whether to make a last-ditch 
stand at Long Tieng or. to 
withdraw into the hills. 

In southern Laos, other 
United States bombers roamed ; 

I across the east-west axis of the 
Ho Chi Minh trail attacking ; 
North Vietnamese mountain ' 
hideouts overlooking Route 9 * 
on the approaches to the town * 
of Sepone. ; 

Elsewhere in Indochina, North ] . 
Vietnamese gunners fired near- ' 
ly 100 mortar shells into the ; 
night bivouac of a South Viet- 
namese unit seven miles north- * 
i cart of Suoag, along Route 7, * 
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